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Summer Reading Program 
The 2018 Summer Reading Program continued throughout July with people of all ages reading and attending 

classes and events to keep up reading skills, learn new things and enrich their lives.  

 

In response to the summer reading survey, one user commented: "Thank you BPL staff for another great 

summer reading program. You do a wonderful job of keeping our kids engaged year after year. Libraries DO 

rock, and you all are the reason!" 

 

Youth and Family Services  
 

Babygarten maintained its usual schedule during the summer 

months. There were several new tiny faces in the library! Our 

smallest patrons and their caregivers enjoyed the songs and 

rhymes sung as well as Miss Sarah's early learning tips and sign 

language recommendations. Participants ended by making a 

special craft to take home. 

 

Storytime during July brought families with children of all ages 

into the library. Babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and school-agers 

enjoyed singing, dancing and reading together. A local daycare 

brought their kiddos each week and the Y day camp brought 

children the last week. It's always neat to see such a wide age span 

enjoying books together! 

 

Crafternoons offered children ages 3-6 2 sessions in July. Miss 

Joni read books and helped guide the kiddos in craft making, 

including picture frames, scrap characters, ladybugs, and pet rocks 

to fit the Libraries Rock! theme. We enjoyed a shift away from 

solely using boxed craft kits this summer, opting for more creative 

and sustainable craft options. 

 

Tuesday afternoons meant big crowds as we welcomed great 

performers funded by area businesses and the Friends of the 

Library. We started the month with the Steve & TV: Robot Dance 

Party. Steve Couch entertained children with his rockin' robot 

dance party 

 

Randy The Cowboy impressed the kids and their families with his 

lasso and yodeling. He even got the kids involved.  

Duke Otherwise shared some hilarious interactive songs with the 

kids. He shared his musical talents along with tap dancing and 

storytelling.  
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The Grout Museum brought Super Cold experiments to wow the audience with fun science. 

Blank Park Zoo presented two shows with outstanding attendance numbers. Their show and live animal 

visitors are a huge hit each year. The Zoo also provides free passes as reading incentives.  

 

Dave Smith, the Geode Guy, opened geodes that were really old and explained the history of geodes. He also 

opened geodes that people in the audience brought with them. There was a nice feature in the newspaper on this 

program that attracted people of all ages. 

 

Camp NaNoWriMo was held on July 12-13 as a two-day version of 

National Novel Writing Month that occurs in November. Seventeen 

teens and tweens in attendance each day. Serena Chase, an author 

from Mediapolis, gave our campers some structure and instruction to 

help them develop their writing skills. It was well received. There 

were about six 3-5th grade boys who participated in this event.  We 

adapted the schedule to accommodate the younger participants. Miss 

Becky adapted storytelling time using Serena’s writing concepts by 

telling the story with art or Legos.  Next year our goal is to repeat the 

camping adventure with two writing camps to encourage the 

elementary aged audience.   

 

The tween Make-a-Game class was a fun, creative 

opportunity for kids to build their own games and take them 

home to share. Forestry staff shared some disks from trees 

that they were taking down that worked perfectly to create 

tic-tac-toe boards.  

The TICOS teens partnered with the Optimist Club to present 

story times at the Des Moines County Fair. They dressed up 

in storybook character costumes and shared books with kids. 

 



July had two three-day sessions of STEAM Camps 

taught by Miss Becky.  

 

Rock Out Camp explored geology using resources 

borrowed from Starr's Cave.  Kids made candy 

agates with crushed candy, grew geodes in an egg 

shell and played Rock Cycle Tag. They also played a 

lot of Minecraft with our new software. 

  

Musical STEAM Camp played with sounds. These 

young people created craft stick harmonicas and fart 

noise-makers. They did Scratch Coding with our 

Makey Makeys.  Also available was a cardboard 

piano that connected with our Nintendo Switch. The full house enjoyed the camps and because the STEAM 

camps were so popular, we plan to focus a majority of programming to tweens and teens in that direction this 

fall with melting plastic in September, owls in October, and a Harry Potter potions class in November. 

 

Adult Education 
Learning and fun wasn’t just for kids this summer. On July 6, Thomas Dean presented Green Fire: Aldo 

Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time to an audience of 68 people who were interesting in learning more 

about this Burlington native. Dean used a powerpoint presentation to illustrate Leopold’s conservation methods 

and how his methods have withstood the test of time. Conservationists throughout the world still study 

Leopold’s ideologies and methods. 

 

The How It’s Made series continued in July with Parkside Brewing. Brewer Paul 

Kay brought samples and a lifetime of his amazing experience and brewing 

knowledge to fourteen participants. He shared his passion for creating unique and 

flavorful brews long-shared with his family and friends. He talked about the history 

of the homebrewers club known as the Burlington M.O.B (Makers of Beer) which 

became the foundation of Parkside Brewing Company. Parkside Brewing Company 

LLC is a craft beer brewery dedicated to making the finest beer and beer-based 

beverages in the Midwest with a primary focus on brewing quality craft beer using 

award-winning recipes that include premium ingredients. Patrons expressed that this 

was their favorite adult programming series of the Summer Reading Program. Two 

couples returned to the library to share their experience visiting Paul’s restaurant for 

the first time and thanked us for connecting them with local enterprises and the 

opportunity to sample products made in the community. 

 

The final installment of this series featured Shearer’s 

Snacks. Twenty-eight participants looked behind the 

scenes at how everyday things are manufactured in 

our own backyard at Shearer’s Snacks. 

 

Their marketing and operations directors presented 

about how the company expanded over four decades 

to become an award-winning snack food 

manufacturer and distributor of many products which 

are made in our own backyard! They brought totes 

and free samples to try and boxes of product for 

attendees to take home.  



Some fun facts include:  

1. In a 24 hour period, the Burlington facility 

manufactures enough individual saltine 

crackers to build 20 Empire State Building 

sized stacks.  

2. Each week, the Burlington facility 

manufactures and distributes enough product 

to provide each American citizen with either 

1 cookie or 1 cracker.  

3. Each month, 4,000 acres of flour are used to 

manufacture the lines currently running at 

the Burlington facility.  

4. Wal-Mart approached the Burlington facility 

to develop a creme brulee flavored cookie 

which will be available for purchase in late 

2018.   

 

From this collaboration, their HR Director contacted the library to strengthen our partnership with their 

company. They will begin to regularly post jobs at the library’s Job Center, refer employees seeking promotion 

or entry level jobs at the company for online application assistance, and reserve library spaces for off-campus 

trainings and meetings.  

 

The Yellow Submarine Social had ten participants design unique yellow submarine foam 

photo frames, collaborate on a jumbo Beatles word search, and sing along to a showing of 

the movie. There were four generations present who clapped together and cheered. 

Attendees shared their favorite songs and discussed the connective nature of music that 

transcends its era. They munched on leftover candy hearts from our Valentines for Seniors 

events because “All You Need is Love.” The highlight of the evening was when every 

single member sang “All Together Now” at the end of the event. The California Library 

Services staff have asked for our templates and will be hosting a similar event for multiple 

libraries in the fall. 

 

Professional Development 
Lois Blythe completed a course through the Association for Library Collections and Technical Services on 

Fundamentals of Collection Assessment.  

 

In February, Becky applied for a STEM Scale-Up Program grant from the state, and was awarded the grant in 

April. This included a day of STEM training in July in Coralville, and about $5000.00 worth of materials.  She 

brought home a sewing machine, a hummingbird robotics kit, and a bunch of other stuff. Still coming will be a 

metal rolling tool chest filled with tools, a couple of cordless drills, a Go-Pro camera, a 3D pen, soldering iron, 

and more. Part of the day was hands on learning where she got to try out a huge variety of projects.  In 

September, she will share with the teens one of the projects she tried and show them how to iron plastic bags to 

fuse them into something useful.  

 

Allison attended Jim Gill: A Joyous Way to Learn Workshop on Friday July 27 in Altoona. This workshop 

emphasized music as a form of play. Jim Gill shared songs, fingerplays, and books that he uses in his early 

childhood development classes. He shared an epiphany he had that the best songs for storytime are those in 

which the words are the motions and gave examples of ways to encourage parent/child engagement. She is 

excited to incorporate some of the new songs and rhymes she learned in her wiggle time classes this fall! 

 



Outreach & Community Building  

The library continued to have a presence at the weekly Farmers Market on Jefferson to promote summer 

reading and provide a fun craft for children as they browsed the market with their families.  

 

The Pop-Up! Library service is growing with new branding and 

strategic application. Pop-Up! Library is taking library services to 

spaces the community organically gathers. One of the regular spaces 

the library pops up has been HY-VEE on Agency on the third 

Tuesday morning of each month. The banner has helped to make 

staff approachable. Within the first fifteen minutes of our program in 

July, we were able to provide six book recommendations, one 

Freegal app overview and download, and a material request. We 

also worked one-on-one with a patron learning to navigate the 

Pinterest app and organize and monetize their social media boards 

for their home business in the Greater Burlington Area. This 

individual came to the library for a program and shared that they had 

a new client that they found through the online tools they learned 

during their session with library staff. Boston College Libraries 

found us on Instragram to seek more information about this service 

as they wish to emulate it.  

 

Other Activities and News 
Rhonda participated in city department meetings and the PRIDE, CARE, and Leadership interdepartmental 

meetings. She attended the council meetings and work sessions. 

 

The Friends of the Library board met and approved a donation of just under $2,000 for 

newsletters, landscape maintenance, presenter fees, and program supplies.  

 

The Friends held a dedication for the butterfly garden on 

July 21 with about sixty people in attendance to celebrate 

this new space. A member of Keep Burlington Beautiful 

and the Friends of the Library Board presented on the 

history of this partnership. Peggy Ell’s granddaughter 

presented as the space included a memorial to Peggy who 

was an active Friends member and volunteer. The event 

was broadcast as a Facebook Live event. 

 

The LED conversion project continued in July. The crew stopped while waiting for some new parts and will 

resume when all of those parts have arrived. They anticipate returning to finish the project in August.  
 

Looking Ahead 
 September 7  

 Musician and songwriter Rich Bauman will present with his program “Songs of Life” featuring songs 

 about aging, memories and feelings as part of the First Friday Series. 

 Week of September 10 

Weekly early literacy classes for children and their families will resume for the fall session. Sign up 

begins August 15.  

 September 22 

The Friends of the Library will hold their Fall Book Sale 

 September 28 

Family Night Unplugged events resume with an event focused on dinosaurs.  
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Burlington Public Librar y 

Books & Magazines  

Borrowed 
Adults 9,288 

Teens 1,085 

Tweens    598 

Children  12,069 

Downloads 

Books            1,417 

Music             1,369 

Audio               721  

Magazines         38 

1,635 Wi -Fi session s 

5,595 computer login s 

139 Laptop Checkout s 

4,079  Database Use s 

469 

Meeting Room  

Reservations 

Classes and Events 

Adults 7 

Youth 44 

Participants 

Adults 195 

Youth 2132 

Nonprint Items  

Borrowed 
Adults    11,339 

Youth     1,941 

126 

New Borrower             

Accounts Opened 


